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AT 0540 HOURS, GENERAL WHEELER CALLED ME ON THE SECURE TELEPHONE 
AND DIRECTED THAT I CALL MR. ROSTOW AT THE WHITE HOUSE AND PROVIDE 


QUESTIONS 


SECURE TELEPHONE 


BINS BERG. THE FOLLOWING IS A TRANSCRIPT OF MY ORAL REPORT. 

THIS IS GENERAL WESTMORELAND SPEAKING. 

I WAS INSTRUCTED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
TO CALL THE WHITE HOUSE AND ASK FOR MR. ROSTOW. 

SIX QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN POSED. I WILL READ THESE AS I 
INTERPRET THEM AND WILL GIVE YOU OUR ANSWERS. I AM SPEAKING FOR 
AMBASSADOR BUNKER AND MYSELF— I HAVE COVERED WITH AMBASSADOR 
BUNKER ALL THESE MATTERS ON THE TELEPHONE. 


FRIENDLY AND ENEMY 


CASUALTIES. 


ANSWER: FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE TRUCE PERIOD— 1800 HOURS, 
29 JANUARY— THE FOLLOWING CASUALTIES HAVE BEEN SUFFERED BY US 
OR INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR BEST ESTIMATES. 
KIA, FRIENDLY, 421, WHICH INCLUDES 189 US, 3 FWE WORLD, AND 
REMAINDER— 229— VIETNAMESE. ENEMY 4320 KIA, 1181 DETAINEES, A 
NUMBER OF WHOM ARE PRISONERS OF WAR. 


QUESTION NUMBER 2: HOW LONG DO WE ESTIMATE THE 
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campaign 


CAMPAIGN 


tflELL' 


ORCHESTRATED PST WAR PROGRAM* WE ARE MOW IH THE SECOND PHASE, 


VIETNAM, EXCEPTING 


NORTHERN PROVINCES. THE ENEMY 


SUCCESSES, BUT THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT THE INITIATIVE IS TURNING 
AGAINST HIM. HOWEVER, WE FEEL HE HAS THE CAPABILITY OF CONTINUING 
THIS PHASE FOR PERHAPS SEVERAL MORE DAYS, AT GREAT RISK TO 
HIMSELF. THE THIRD PHASE INVOLVES A MASSIVE ATTACK IN 
QUANG TRI AND THIEN PROVINCES. THE ENEMY IS NOW POISED FOR THIS 
PHASE, WHICH HE CONSIDERS HIS DECISIVE CAMPAIGN. OUR AIR STRIKES 
MAY HAVE BLUNTED THIS ATTACK, BUT WE STILL GIE HIM THE CAPABILITY 
TO STRIKE AT ANY TIME WITH LARGE FORCES SUPPORTED BY AN 

ABUNDANCE OF ARTILLERY AND ROCKETS* 

QUESTION NUMBER 3 ; DO WE BELIEVE THERE IS A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND THOSE IN KOREA? 


RELATIONSHIP 


FRENCH 


COMMENT? 


ANSWER; WE DO NOT CONSIDER THE SITUATION AN IMPASS, 

SINCE THE INITIATIVE IS TURNING IN THE FAVOR OF THE GOVERNMENT 
Am HER ALLIES AND THE ENEMY IS SUFFERING UNPRECEDENTED CASUALTIES 


ENEMY 


VIETNAM? 



ENEMY 


VIETNAM 


TOWNS. SPECIFICALLY, HE HAS FORCES IN OUANG TRI, HUE, 


DUYXUAN 






ROL ANT 
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CONFRONTED BY VIETNAMESE TROOPS AND FIGHTING II CONTINUOUS. 

QUESTION NUMBER 6 1 WHAT POLITICAL PROBLEMS BO HE ANTICIPATE 
AS A RESULT OF THIS ENEMY ACTIVITY! WILL IT HAVE A PSYCHOLOGICAL 
IMPACT ON THE PEOPLE ANB AFFECT THE STABILITY OF GOVERNMENT? 

ANSWER: IT SEEMS TO US THAT INITIALLY THERE WILL BE SOME 
PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT ON THE PEOPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT* HOWEVER* 

IF THE GOVERNMENT HAN DLES THE MATTER CAREFULLY* THEY CAN SEIZE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO STRENGTHEN THEIRLEOSXHQN WITHJffiE-gEQfLE. 
PRESIDENT THIEU HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXERCISE REAL LEADER- 
SHIP. THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE MORE CON- 
STRUCTIVE. THE PRESIDENT HAS DECLARED MARTIAL LAW* BUT THIS 
WILL HAVE TO BE APPROVED BY THE ASSEMBLY AFTER 12 DAYS, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONSTITUTION. THE SITUATION SHOULD NOT SLOW 

DOWN (FOR A PROLONGED PERIOD) ® MAJOR PROGRAMS. IT MAT WELL HARDEN 

\ 

THE GOVERNMENT’S POSITION ON NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE FRONT. IT 
MAY TEND TO SET BACK CIVILIANIZATION OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

MILITARY SUCCESSES SHOULD GIVE THE ARVN AND ITS LEA DERSHIP SE LF- 
CONFIDENCE AND ENCOURAGE THE ACCELERATION OF THEIR IMPROVEMENT. 
END OF STATEMENT. 
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